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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Application's RCE submitted on May 01 2008. In virtue 
of this RCE, claims 1, 4-20 are currently presented in the instant applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by Stam (U.S 6, 
403, 942). 

Regarding claim 20, Stam discloses in figures 1-2 that, a method of operating a 
headlight system on a vehicle for adaptively illuminating a roadway to enhance visibility 
figure 1), said method comprising the steps of: (transmitting section (201-202) and 
receiving section (204-205) for detecting at least one communication signal generated 
from at least one object that is external to said vehicle( figures 1-2, col .3, lines 34-51): 
and the controller (203) for controlling said head-light system(1 1 1 ) to adjust its 
illumination output, including beam shape(figure 2) on said roadway in response to said 
at least one communication signal. Col. col .4, lines 36-61 . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1,4-19 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 
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Prior art does not teach that wherein said controller is operable to change at least 
one said beam illumination pattern emitted from at least one said emitter in response to 
at least one said object detection signal by adjusting at least one beam illumination 
parameter selected from the group consisting of beam amplitude, beam location, beam 
focus, beam angle and beam shape in combination with all limitations recited in 
independent claim 1 . 

Prior art does not teach that, wherein each said beam illumination pattern has 
associated beam illumination parameters including beam angle, beam focus, beam 
amplitude, beam position, and beam shape; and wherein said controller is operable to 
change at least one said beam illumination pattern in response to said second 
communication signal by adjusting at least one of said beam illumination parameters in 
combination with all limitations recited in independent claim 19. 

The remaining dependent claims 4-18 are allowable for at least one above 
reason. 

Citation of relevant prior art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Prior art Betzitza et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,265,968) discloses a Vehicle with 
object detection device. 

Prior art Sugawara et al (U.S. Patent No. 7,000,721) discloses an optical 
detection apparatus designed to monitor front and lateral zones of vehicle. 
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Prior art Winner et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,580,385) discloses an object 
detection system. 

Prior art Juds (U.S. Patent No. 5,463,384) discloses a collision avoidance 
system for vehicles. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Minh Dieu A whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 AM-2: 45 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Owens Douglas W can be reached on (571) 272-1662. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Examiner Minh A 
Art Unit 2821 
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